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���� We have recently had to deal with grant budget cuts, new State regulations and 
environmental issues. Now we are faced with the fact that the Center for Disease Control 
has predicted the threat of a pandemic flu outbreak is inevitable. The precise date of this 
outbreak cannot be forecasted. However, based on previous viral outbreaks health 
officials are greatly concerned over the fact that viruses do mutate over time and have the 
capability to develop into a new and more virulent stain. When a virus mutates into a 
newly emerging strain that has not been seen in the human sector it causes great concern. 
Herein lies the problem; if a new modified strain appears on the scene and if the disease is 
communicable (capable of being transmitted from man to man) and there is no vaccine, 
then the whole human population is at risk and could face severe and devastating 
consequences. The only way to prevent the spread of the disease is to identify the infected 
person and quarantine them. Under severe circumstances, the best way to protect yourself 
and others is to stay in your own home and isolate yourself. However, before such drastic 
measures are taken, you would be informed by the local health officials. We have relied 
on old vaccine development methods and much more research needs to be done to find 
new and improved ways to develop new vaccines at much more rapid pace. 
     In addition to the pandemic issue, we are preparing to face the new changes to the 
residential sewage disposal systems. The proposed changes are vast and wide sweeping in 
scope. The new sewage system designs will change the landscape of the county and the 
installation and maintenance costs will be felt by the residents. The proposed type of 
sewage systems will primarily consist of above ground mounds. The operation, 
maintenance and inspection will continue for the perpetuity of the sewage system. This  
way of thinking will no doubt force many to think that sanitary sewers are most 
economical way to treat sewage. However, in a rural setting such as Geauga County 
sanitary sewers will come at a much higher price than expected. 
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