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The Geauga County Health District experienuaherous changes in 2007, both good and bad.
The Ohio Department of Health continued to sh#t financial burden to local health districts
without increasing subsidies. This will result inchanging face of public health as we are
attempting to do more with less, realizing the smw we can provide will be limited by the
financial resources we possess. | have highligitgubrtant issues that we confronted in 2007
while continuing to deliver excellent public headtérvices.

We experienced a significant reduction in rrewsehold sewage installation permits issued in
the first seven months of 2007. The drop coincidétl the implementation of the state-mandated
Household Sewage Treatment Rules that resultedaimatic declines in revenue and a financial
hardship on the Health District's budget. Attempasdelay this message to ODH and state
regulators prior to their implementation were iggtbby most. Fortunately, Senator Grendell took
hold of the potential disaster, and the rules weseinded in HB 119 for a couple years. ODH is
working to reintroduce the rules through an apmainsewage committee that is examining the
financial impact of treatment technologies on thsidents of Ohio. In the meantime, we have
returned to the rules in place prior to the staterdated rules with some slight modifications. The
Ohio Department of Health is determined to havésesl’/household sewage rules in place by 2009.

Some Environmental Health Division staff memtbhave taken advanced training to utilize the
portable gas chromatograph/mass spectrometer femichl water testing. Utilizing this
technology will provide added security for all sints within Geauga County. The Hapsite,
purchased in partnership with EMA, can assist o@munty departments in analyzing liquids, soil
and air samples. Geauga County is proud to saywbare the only county in the state of Ohio to
- have such a capability. The importance of this stment will be realized shortly as we offer water
| Cownty F well sampling to homeowners potentially affecteddwer-increasing gas well drilling throughout
the County.

7 The Health District has collaborated with tyaemergency response agencies, both in and out
& of the county, to share resources in the eventgdralemic or other extraordinary event affecting
' public health. Our Personal Health Services Divisitaff has experienced increased demands for
= services parallel to economic challenges facingctimamunity.

We are also moving closer to the implementatiba Web-based portal that will allow residents
greater access to property information maintaingdhis office from the comfort of their homes.
While not complete, portions of the applicationlwié available in late 2008.

v f Despite the economic challenges we are fadtg the health district will continue to provide
A/ 1 quality public health services to the resident&efuga County.
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