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The Geauga County Health District has seen numerous changes take place in 2008 with the 
anticipation that more are to come.  These changes have had a severe impact on the overall 
operations of the Health District. We have experienced a dramatic reduction in staff, going from 34 
staff members to 27.  The slow economy we all are experiencing has caused many agencies to 
rethink many of the traditional ways of how their organizations operate. This Health District has 
implemented even more cost cutting methods without dramatically decreasing the services we offer 
to the public. 
 

Once again, the Ohio Department of Health is shifting more of the financial burden onto the backs 
of the local health districts.  Grant funding to the local health districts is being cut by 
approximately 25% and based on more recent comments from the Governor, even more cuts are on 
their way.  It is imperative that residents are mindful that due to reduced financial resources there is 
a limit to the number of public health services that can be offered.  The Geauga County Health 
District is fighting and will continue to fight to keep as many public health services for our 
residents as financially possible, but we must remain cognizant of the fact it takes money to 
provide the more than 40 services we provide to our residents for free or at a reduced rate. 
 

It appears that in July of 2009 the new sewage law will go into effect.  We have been forced to 
adopt a portion of the newly developed rules and that has created a sharp decline in the number of 
new sewage permits this department has issued.  Combined with significantly less new house 
development, this has put a strain on the Health District budget.  Sewage permits that had 
previously peaked at 500 installations per year have fallen to 100 in 2008. This drop in permits was 
anticipated as a possibility for at least the past two years. 
 

Gas well drilling continues to be of great concern to this department and residents throughout 
Geauga County.  We have experienced a serious problem with the development of a gas well in 
Bainbridge, which affected numerous residential water wells.  We can ill afford to allow our 
precious water supply to be placed in jeopardy due to gas well development.  We are trying to stay 
ahead of the curve when it comes to protecting the resident’s health and safety. 
 

The Personal Health Service division is in the process of re-adjusting programs and scheduling 
future events.  We have and will continue to see a higher demand for services given by Personal 
Health Services due to the poor economy and the number of people out of work. 
 

One of the biggest emphases for the division is on Public Health Infrastructure development.  As 
part of this grant, we are required to design and implement techniques that will insure community 

safety in the event of a public health emergency.  Such plan 
development must be multi-jurisdictional to provide 
adequate protection for the residents.  In addition, such plans 
are now required to be coordinated on a regional basis. 
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Revenue

Fees
35%

State
1%

Levy
16%

Misc
0%

Cash
36%

Grants
12%
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The Geauga County Health District regulates household sewage 
treatment systems for one, two and three family residences in Geauga 
County. Approximately 70% of the homes in the county are served by 
individual household sewage systems. The Health District issued 314 
permits for new sewage systems in 2008. This included new homes and 
replacement systems for existing homes. 
       # of Permits   Type of Sewage System 
            190 Septic tanks followed by leach trenches 
                3 Pre-treatment followed by leach trenches 
              11 Septic tank to drip distribution 
                7 Pre-treatment to drip distribution 
              88 NPDES/EPA permit to discharge 
                2 Septic tank/pretreatment to a mound 
              12 Miscellaneous 
            314 Total Permits 
A sewage permit must be obtained from the Health District prior to the 
installation or alteration of the sewage system. Prior to issuance of a 
permit, the health district staff conducts a site visit to evaluate the 
property. All lots in new subdivisions must be evaluated and approved 
before any sewage permits are issued. Sewage systems are inspected at 
the time of installation to assure compliance with the sewage rules. 
 

All homes sold in Geauga County are required to have a point of sale 
inspection of the sewage system by the Health District. This assures that 
the system is functioning properly prior to prospective buyers occupying 
the home. 
 

The department maintains an active nuisance complaint program for 
sewage and other complaints. Written and signed complaints submitted 
to this office are investigated. If the complaint is justified, orders will be 
issued to abate the nuisance. 
 

This office licenses and inspects semi-public sewage systems that treat 
less than 25, 000 gallons of sewage effluent per day. This includes about 
140 extended aeration commercial systems and 550 commercial septic 
tank systems. 
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The majority of our drinking water comes from the vast reservoir of 
ground water trapped in the rock formations beneath us. Every day, 
millions of gallons are pumped from these reservoirs or aquifers to 
supply our residential, commercial and agricultural demands. The 
Private Water System program is designed to assure we have safe 
drinking water, while at the same time protecting this vital resource.  
The regulations require that well drillers and water system contractors 
obtain a license through the Ohio Department of Health and follow strict 
guidelines when performing their work. Permits must be obtained from 
the Geauga County Health District prior to drilling, altering or sealing a 
well. 
 

Once completed, the newly drilled or altered well is inspected and the 
water is tested for the presence of bacteria. Statistics indicate that about 
20% of the water wells have bacteria in them. This usually occurs when 

the bacteria are introduced into the well during the drilling process or 
when work is performed on the system. If bacteria are found, it can be 
removed from the well by disinfecting it with common household bleach. 
The well is then re-tested twice to assure that the bacteria are no longer 
present. In 2008, the Health District issued 181 permits and conducted 
518 inspections. 
 

In addition to the bacteria sampling, we can perform scans for numerous 
chemicals and other potential contaminants through the use of a portable 
Gas Chromatograph/ Mass Spectrometer. Although it is not required, 
residents may want to consider having this scan performed in order to 
provide background data for the water well. For more information on the 
Private Water System program, please visit the Health District Web site 
at http://www.geaugacountyhealth.org. �
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