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The Geauga County Health District regulates housebewage treatment systems for
one, two, and three family residences in GeaugantyolApproximately 70% of the
homes in the county utilize individual householdvage systems. In 2009, the Health
District issued 303 permits for sewage systemdudicg new homes and replacement
systems for existing homes. The types of systemmifted included:

# of Permits Type of Sewage System

167 Septic tanks followed by leach ¢ttess
2 Pre-treatment followed by lea@nthes
12 Septic tank to drip distribution
2 Pre-treatment to drip distribatio
95 NPDES/EPA permit to discharge
7 Septic tank/pretreatment to a ntbu
5 Miscellaneous
13 Alteration Permits
303 Total Permits

A sewage permit must be obtained from the HealttriBt prior to the installation or
alteration of the sewage system. Prior to issuafieepermit, the Health District staff
conducts a site evaluation of the property. Allsloh new subdivisions must be
evaluated and approved before any sewage pernétéssumed. Sewage systems are
inspected at the time of installation to assurem@nce with the sewage rules.

All homes sold in Geauga County are required teetepoint of sale inspection of
the sewage system by the Health District. This ®ssuhat the system is
functioning properly prior to prospective buyergsgying the home.

The department maintains an active nuisance contpfaogram for sewage and
other complaints. Written and signed complaintbrsitted to this office are
investigated. If the complaint is justified, ordewill be issued to abate the
nuisance.

This office licenses and inspects semi-public sevsygstems that treat less than
25, 000 gallons of sewage effluent per day. Thi@udes about 140 extended
aeration commercial systems and 550 commerciaicsigtk systems.

This department maintains records on systems ledtain the county.
Homeowners can obtain information and drawings fwirtsewage system by
calling the office. We can educate the homeowiaémut components, location,
operation and maintenance of the sewage system.

Maintaining the sewage system is the responsibdityeach homeowner. This
requires periodic pumping of the septic tanks, rmileg and maintaining filters,
alternating the use of leach trench fields whengliegble, maintaining electrical
components such as aerators and pumps, and maigtaiisinfection units.

Every homeowner needs to monitor what enters tpécseystem and goes out
into the soil and the environment.

(

The fresh water supply found in the rock formatidmeneath us provide the

majority of the water we need for everyday use. e Rrivate Water System

Program is designed to protect this vital reso@geavell as helping to assure that
our drinking water is safe. Water well drillersdacontractors must be licensed by
the State of Ohio and their work inspected by thealdh Department to insure

compliance with the regulations for water systenwtallation. The State Health

Department is currently in the process of revighmgse regulations.

Permits are required to drill new wells and to ralexisting wells. Upon
completion, the work is inspected and a water sanipltaken to test for the
presence of bacteria. If bacteria is found, whichurs about 20% of the time, the
well is disinfected with common household bleacld éimen re-sampled. If this
process fails to remove the bacteria, further itigaion may be required to solve
the bacteria problem. Depending on the circumstsna treatment system may
need to be installed.

Old or abandoned wells that are no longer in usstre properly sealed in order
to prevent potential ground water contaminationernfits are required for this
procedure as well.

In addition to the bacteria sampling we can alsdfopm scans for numerous
chemicals and other potential contaminants throtigh use of a portable Gas
Chromatograph/Mass Spectrometer. Although it is meofuired, residents may
want to consider having this scan performed in otdeprovide background data
on the well.

In 2009, The Geauga County Health District issudd well permits and
conducted 282 water well inspections. For morermétion on the Private Water
Systems Program please visit the Health Districb\&fee.
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